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School,  Paper  Receiving  Facelifts 


ASHLEY  MALOUIN 
STAFF  REPORTER 

Attention  all  students: 
this  will  be  the  final  issue  of 
The  Point  as  we  know  it. 
Over  the  last  semester,  many 
of  us  here  at  The  Point  have 
worked  hard  to  give  the  FSC 
paper  a  "facelift."  We  are 
excited  to  bring  you  a  fresh 
look  at  an  old  favorite. 

One  of  the  most  important 
changes  that  will  be  made  is 
the  creation  of  a  new  name 
for  our  student  newspaper, 
and      every      student      at 


Fitchburg  State  College  has  a 
chance  to  participate  in  the 
process.  All  students  can 
enter  the  contest  to  choose 
the  new  name  by  simply 
emailing  suggestions  and 
ideas  to  the 

pointfsc  @  yahoo.com. 

To  go  along  with  its  new 
name,  the  paper's  design 
will  be  "reconstructed  from 
head  to  toe"  with  the  help  of 
a  new  student  graphic  design 
team,  according  to  Erin 
Whallen,  the  paper's  editor 
and  a  senior  at  FSC. 
In  addition,  the  paper  will 


The  Hammond  Building  is  receiving  a  much  needed 
facelift,  just  like  the  student  newspaper. 

be  covering  more  than  just  articles  will  be  present,  as 
campus  events.  A  horo-  will  a  new  creative  writing 
scope  section  and  fashion    section  which  will  show- 


case the  talents  of  young 
writers  here  at  the  college, 
says  Whallen. 

Students  who  are  interest- 
ed in  contributing  to  the  new 
school  paper  in  any  way, 
whether  it  be  stories  or  story 
ideas,  photos,  creative  writ- 
ing, or  any  other  aspect  you 
may  be  interested  in,  are 
encouraged  to  come  to  a 
meeting  in  The  Point  room, 
located  in  the  basement  of 
Hammond.  Meetings  are 
held  on  Mondays  and 
Wednesdays  at  3:30. 


Sanctuary  Offers  Peace  and  Healing 


ERIN  WHALLEN 
POINT  EDITOR 


Times  they  are 
changing  and  it  isn't  just 
polyester  pants  making  a 
come  back  that  has  millions 
of  people  worried.  Work 
hours  are  longer,  wages  are 
smaller  and  complications 
such  as  the  recent  hike  in 
gas  prices  and  the  looming 
danger  of  oil  prices  skyrock- 
eting just  in  time  for  winter 
have  meant  that  many  folks 
have  forgone  their  usual 
vacations  so  they  can  drive 
to  work  or  heat  their  houses. 
Exhausted  and  broke,  many 
of  us  are  at  a  loss  when  it 
comes  to  self  pampering  and 
good  old  fashioned  rest. 
While  Morocco  is  appealing, 


American's  depleting  bank 
accounts  leave  little  to  be 
desired.  Don't  give  up  hope 
just  yet-Morocco  will  have 
to  wait,  but  locally  there  is  a 
place  where  one  can  leave 
the  briefcase  at  home  for 


awhile  and  focus  on  some- 
thing priceless-themselves. 
Aquarius  Sanctuary 
would  be  missed  altogether 
if  it  were  not  for  word  of 
mouth  or  their  first  rate  web- 
site. Located  on  3  Baron 


A  picturesque  view  of  the  Aquarius  Sanctuary. 


Way,  in  Littleton,  Ma.,  it  is 

a  diamond  in  the  rough. 
There  at  the  end  of  a  dead 
end  road  sits  a  small 
"house"  that  offers  big 
rewards.  The  grounds  are 
beautifully  landscaped 
and  hidden  by  masses  of 
oaks  and  brush.  One  can 
step  out  of  their  car  and  see 
high  sculptures  of  Budda, 
Angels  and  animal  totems  of 
all  kinds.  If  you  stop  to  lis- 
ten for  a  moment  you  will 
hear  nature  calling  and  trees 
rustling;  almost  heavenly. 
That  is  only  as  you  pull  up 
to  this  magical  place. 

Inside  you  will  be 
warmly  greeted  by  Donna, 
Emabel,  Ellen,  Sarah  or  one 
of  the  other  committed  and 
friendly  directors  of 


Aquarius.  Usually  there  is  a 
spread  of  fruits,  fresh  veg- 
etables, crackers,  or  other 
snacks  along  with  a  myriad 
of  teas,  coffees,  juices  and 
water. 

Art  work  and  music 
from  various  local  artists  can 
be  appreciated  as  you  make 
your  way  through  the  house 
or  have  a  seat  on  one  of  the 
comfy  couches.  The  floors 
are  cushioned  with  scatter 
rugs  also  made  by  local 
crafts  people,  as  well  as 
foulage  chairs  that  sit  on  the 
floor  and  are  great  for  relax- 
ation and  lounging. 

The  directors  also 
encourage  visitors  to  walk 
through  the  candle  lit  rooms, 
the  art 
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rooms  and  to  sample  the  various  oils 
and  incense  that  aromatize  the  house 
and  can  be  bought  at  cost.  The  set- 
ting is  remarkably  cozy  and 
welcoming. 

Although  it  is  easy  to  just  sit  and 
get  lost  in  the  quiet  at  Aquarius  there 
is  also  a  lot  going  on  to  supplement 
the  surreal  atmosphere.  Almost  every 
night  of  the  week  there  is  something 
going  on  at  the  Sanctuary,  along  with 
programs  that  run  throughout  the 
weekends.  Teachers,  directors  and 
spiritual  guides  from  all  across  New 
England  travel  to  Aquarius  to  give 
seminars,  offer  spiritual  guidance, 
run  groups  and  host  retreats,  all  at 
extremely  reasonable  costs. 

Sarah  Venier  holds  weekly  groups 
for  Feng  Shui  and  color  scheming  to 
inform  those  that  wish  to  create  a 
natural  flow  of  energy  in  their  sur- 
roundings, a  proven  technique  that 
invites  calming  effects;  or  you  can 
join  Ina  Jubert  for  a  meditation  ses- 
sion if  you  suffer  from  stress  of  any 
kind  or  anxiety  related  symptoms. 
Amanda  Miller  is  a  life  coach  who 
hosts  groups  that  can  help  empower 
individuals  to  start  living  the  life  they 
desire,  or  adjust  a  current  life  situa- 
tion and  make  it  more  manageable. 
Also,  for  the  Pagan  community  or 
those  interested  in  some  of  the  ritu- 
als, there  are  Solstice  celebrations 
according  to  the  Pagan  calendars. 

All  of  these  groups  are  free  of 
charge.  Aquarius  asks  only  that  you 
come  with  an  open  heart  and  mind. 

Other  weekend  workshops  are 
available  for  small  fees  that  include 
Colorworks,  which  uses  your  imagi- 
nation and  magazines  to  create  your 


own  special  deck  of  cards  for  life- 
time usage.  Other  therapies  include 
soft  Laser  light,  Acupuncture, 

Creative  Way  for  the  artistic  inclined 
and  many  others.  Licensed  Mental 
Health  Clinicians  run  most  of  these 
groups,  as  well  as  authors  such  as 
Gail  Harris  who  wrote  "You  Heart 
Knows  The  Answer,"  a  book  about 
listening  to  your  heart  to  find  the 
answers  you  thought  you  didn't 
know. 

For  the  eclectic,  there  are  Gypsy 
fairs  held  in  the  fall  where  locals 
showcase  their  talents  and  sell  their 
crafts. 

Psychics  are  often  on  the  premis- 
es should  you  want  a  tarot  card  read- 
ing, past  life  reading  or  even  a  pet 
reading.  Connect  to  the  other  side 
and  reconnect  with  a  loved  one  that 
has  passed  on. 

Aquarius  in  not  associated  with 
any  one  religious  organization;  then- 
goal  is  to  offer  the  community  a 
place  where  they  can  go  to  get  away, 
relax,  network  with  others  and  expe- 
rience personal  growth  and  develop- 
ment. 

Children  are  welcome  and  many 
groups  are  held  strictly  for  children. 

Whether  just  visiting  to  walk  the 
grounds  or  participating  in  some  of 
the  unique  indoor/outdoor  events, 
Aquarius  Sanctuary  is  a  place  to 
visit.  It  is  also  a  place  that  is  con- 
nected with  many  other  resources 
such  as  local  Therapists,  Doctors, 
Nutritionists  and  Volunteer 
Organizations. 

You  may  visit  Aquarius  Sanctuary  at 
their  website  at 
www.AquariusSanctuary.com. 


with  "Kolya"  Screening 

get  her  Czech  papers,  he  reluctant- 


STAFF  REPORT 


Fitchburg,  Mass. — 

Fitchburg  State  College's  film 
series  continues  with  the  screen- 
ing of  "Kolya"  at  Fitchburg 
State  on  Thursday,  March  23,  at 
2  and  7  p.m.  in  the  Ellis  White 
Lecture  Hall  of  the  Hammond 
Building. 

Franta  Louka  is  a  concert 
cellist  in  Soviet-occupied 
Czechoslovakia,  a  confirmed  bach- 
elor and  a  ladies  man.  Having  lost 
his  place  in  the  state  orchestra,  he 
must  make  ends  meet  by  playing  at 
funerals  and  painting  tombstones. 
But  he  has  run  up  a  large  debt,  and 
when  his  friend,  the  grave-digger 
Mr.  Broz,  suggests  a  scheme  for 
making  a  lot  of  money  by  marrying 
a  Russian  woman  so  that  she  can 


ly  agrees.  She  takes  advantage  of 
the  situation  to  immigrate  to  West 
Germany  to  her  lover,  and  leaves 
her  5-year-old  son,  Kolya,  with  his 
grandmother.  When  the  grand- 
mother dies,  Kolya  must  come  and 
live  with  his  stepfather,  Louka. 

Professor  John  Chetro- 
Szivos  will  lead  the  post-screen- 
ing discussion. 

Tickets  are  available  at 
the  door.  Admission  is  $7  for  the 
general  public  and  $5  for 
Fitchburg  State  College  staff, 
faculty  and  seniors;  $3  for 
Fitchburg  State  students.  Call  the 
Weston  Box  Office  at  (978)  665- 
3347  Monday  through  Friday 
12:30-3:30  p.m.  or  (978)  665- 
3709  for  more  information. 


THE  COMPOSER'S  WORLD: 
INTO  SOUND  AT  FITCHBURG  STATE 


STAFF  REPORT 


FITCHBURG,  MASS.— The 

Composer's  World:  Into  Sound  is 
scheduled  at  Fitchburg  State  on 
Tuesday,  March  21  at  7  p.m.  in 
Kent  Recital  Hall  of  the  Conlon 
Building.  Admission  is  free. 

This  talk  continues  the  collabo- 
ration process  of  composer  and 


lyricist — moving  from  the  concept 
to  the  creation.  The  Fitchburg  State 
College  Chamber  Singers  will  be 
on  hand  to  demonstrate  the  devel- 
opment of  the  piece. 

Call  the  Weston  Box  Office  at 
(978)  665-3347  Monday  through 
Friday  12:30-3:30  p.m.  or  (978) 
665-3709  for  more  information. 


The  Fitchburg  State  College  Newspaper 

160  Pearl  Street,  Fitchburg,  MA  01«4SO 

The  Point  considers  for  publication  letters  to  the  editor  on  any  topic  of  interest  to  the 
Fitchburg  State  College  community.  All  submissions  run  at  the  discretion  of  the  Editor-in- 
Chief  and  are  subject  to  editing  for  style  and  length. 

All  articles  must  be  typed  or  legibly  handwritten  and  include  a  name  and  a  phone  number, 
in  case  of  questions. 

Announcements  should  be  short,  including  dates,  places,  times,  and  a  contact  person. 
The  content  of  any  article  labeled  Opinion,  does  not  necessarily  represent  the  views  of  The 
Point,  its  staff,  or  Fitchburg  State  College 

The  Point  is  the  student  news  source  of  Fitchburg  State  College.  The  reprinting  of  any 
material  herein  is  prohibited  without  the  express  written  consent  of  the  Editor-in-Chief.  All 
material  submitted  to  The  Point,  becomes  the  property  of  The  Point. 


FDITOR  IN  CHIEF 
Erin  Whallen 

FACULTY  ADVISOR 
Doris  Schmidt 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
FDITORS 

Danielle  Levesque 
Krista  Lapierre 


STAFF  WRITFRS 

Erin  Whallen 
Ashley  Malouin 
Paul  Chartier 
Danielle  Levesque 
Krista  Lapierre 


THE    POINT 


FEATURES 


Students 

Suffer 

as  Gas 

Prices 

Keep 

Rising 


ERIN  WHALLEN 
POINT  EDITOR 

Grocery  stores,  pharma- 
cies, dental  offices  and  yes, 
family  dinners;  these  are 
just  a  few  of  the  places  that 
you  will  hear  the  chatter 
and  bantering  of  what  is 
lately  the  hottest  topic 
around,  other  than  the  Fall 
T.V.  line-up  and  upcoming 
World  Series;  the  raging  gas 
prices.  Few  have  escaped 
the  sting  of  paying  almost 
triple  for  a  gallon  of  gas 
than  in  recent  years,  and 
even  those  who  haven't 
been  hit  in  the  wallet  direct- 
ly, know  someone  who  has. 


With  the  economy  con- 
tinuing to  fall  further  into 
the  gutter,  lay-offs  around 
every  corner,  it  is  hard  to 
gauge  which  class  of  people 
could  be  suffering  the  great- 
est, but  one  thing  is  certain; 
many  of  the  students  at 
Fitchburg  State  College 
have  been  hit  hard,  with  no 
reprieve  in  sight. 

"I  have  stopped  driving 
all  together"  says  Kim 
Gilbert,  a  senior  English 
major  who  travels  from 
Quincy  "because  my  car  is 
old  and  I  get  horrible  gas 
mileage.  It  is  cheaper  to 
take  the  train,  so  that  is 
what  I  do." 

John  Clark,  a  junior 
Business  Management  stu- 
dent agrees.  "I  only  live  in 
Cleghorn"  says  Clark,  "but 
still,  I  have  noticed  that  put- 
ting $10.00  in  my  tank 
which  used  to  last  a  week, 
now  lasts  me  two  days." 

All  around  campus  the 
story  seems  to  be  the  same; 
higher  gas  prices  have 
caused  unneeded  additional 
stress  on  already  struggling 
college  students.  Many  of 
the  students  are  full  time 
and  also  hold  jobs,  but  even 
that  is  becoming  a  chal- 


"[I]  will  drive  to 
three  gas  sta- 
tions trying  to 
find  the  best  deal 
for  [my]  dollar." 

lenge  says  Jen  [last  name 
withheld]  because  "I  work 
in  Gardner  and  live  on  cam- 
pus. I  am  spending  half  my 
paycheck  just  driving  back 
and  forth  to  work  5  days  a 
week  and  I  don't  make  a  lot 
of  money.  It  stresses  me 
out." 

Fitchburg  State  College 
has  many  on  campus  stu- 
dents, but  equally  many  stu- 
dents are  commuters,  com- 
ing from  towns  like 
Ashburnham,  Winchedon, 
Townsend  and  Athol,  all  10 
plus  miles  away-if  the  aver- 
age student  is  full  time  and 
taking  classes  four  to  five 
days  a  week,  that  adds  up  to 
many  miles  and  an  empty 
wallet. 

Most  of  the  students 
here  are  not  sitting  around 
just  complaining  though. 
They  have  begun  to  make 
appropriate  adjustments  to 
compensate  for  the  hiking 
prices.  Lisa  Melincki,  a  sen- 


ior who  is  studying 
Criminal  Justice,  who  trav- 
els from  Townsend  daily  in 
her  SUV,  has  been  "pinch- 
ing her  pennies  for 
months."  Melincki  also 
credits  her  patience  because 
she  "will  drive  to  three  gas 
stations  trying  to  find  the 
best  deal  for  her  dollar." 

Other  solutions  included 
giving  up  on  luxuries.  Scott 
Lehto,  a  junior 
Environmental  Biology  stu- 
dent walks  to  school,  but 
had  to  make  many  compro- 
mises throughout  the  sum- 
mer. "This  summer  I  only 
went  to  the  beach  twice- 
normally  I  would  have  gone 
a  dozen  times"  he  says. 

Melincki  has  given  up 
her  normal  Dunkin  Donuts 
routine,  and  many  other  stu- 
dents have  listed  shopping, 
movies  and  fast  food  as  lux- 
uries they  no  longer  enjoy. 
While  these  activities  all 
seem  less  than  detrimental, 
there  are  some  other  "non- 
luxury"  sacrifices  being 
made  by  these  students. 

Michael  Bonora,  a  sen- 
ior just  got  a  car.  "After  I 
make  my  car  payment,  and 
put  gas  in  the  tank,  I  have 
nothing  to  live  on."  Clark, 


as  well  as  Melincki  both 
have  been  eating  less, 
because  they  can't  afford  to. 
"My  school  lunches  are  a 
thing  of  the  past"  she  says. 

Lehto  has  felt  the  back- 
lash as  well  and  says  that 
his  regret  is  that  he  "used  to 
see  his  family  a  lot  more. 
Says  Lehto,"they  live  in 
Worcester  and  I  just  can't 
afford  to  do  the  traveling 
right  now." 

There  is  no  doubt  that 
everyone  across  the  nation 
is  unhappy  at  the  gas 
pumps,  especially  when 
Hurricane  Rita  is  threaten- 
ing to  raise  the  prices  even 
higher  than  we  have  seen 
recently,  and  with  the 
President  offering  advice 
such  as  "don't  buy  gas  if 
you  don't  need  it"  many 
feel  abandoned  and  fearful 
of  what  is  to  come,  espe- 
cially with  winter  right 
around  the  corner. 

Lehto,  a  self  proclaimed 
optimist,  offers  this  in  our 
time  of  discouragement; 
"maybe  this  will  force  the 
President  to  look  into  tax 
breaks,  or  possibly  with 
people  doing  less  driving 
and  more  walking,  the  pol- 
lution will  lessen"  he  says. 


Towing  is  a  Costly  Lesson  for  FSC  Staff  and  Students 


BRANDY  DESHANE 
STAFF  REPORTER 

In  the  two  days  follow- 
ing the  January  23  snow 
storm  dozens  of  people,  stu- 
dents and  professors  alike, 
found  themselves  burdened 
with  $135  worth  of  tickets 
and  tow  costs.  This  was  the 
effect  of  the  48-hour  park- 
ing ban  enacted  in  the  town 
of  Fitchburg  on  December 
15,  2005. 

In  November  of  2005 
The  Mayor  of  Fitchburg, 
Dan  H.  Maylott,  found  that 
there  was  need  for  a  park- 
ing ban  after  a  snow  storm 
in  order  to  allow  road  crews 


sufficient  time  to  clear  the 
streets  for  safer  driving  con- 
ditions. On  December  15, 
2005  an  e-mail  was  sent  out 
to  the  Fitchburg  State 
College  Community 
informing  them  of  the  new 
parking  ban.  Also  in  the 
month  of  December  there 
was  a  broadcast  of  the  ban 
and  its  specifications  on  the 
local  television  station. 

Monday,  January  23  the 
fist  snow  storm  of  2006  hit 
with  a  vengeance;  school 
was  canceled  and  the  park- 
ing ban  went  into  effect  at 
7a.m  that  morning.  At  9a.m 
the  next  morning  the  towing 
began,  an  e-mail  was  sent 


out  that  day  at  11:45 
informing  all  those  who  had 
parked  on  the  street  that 
they  should  move  their  cars 
to  a  parking  lot  or  to  the 
Civic  Center.  On  Tuesday 
January  24  dozens  of  facul- 
ty, staff,  and  students  found 
their  car  to  be  missing  and 
in  their  place  a  bill  totaling 
$135,  $25  for  the  ticket  and 


$110  for  the  tow. 

Many  of  those  people 
who  found  their  cars  ticket- 
ed or  towed  were  baffled; 
they  did  not  know  why  this 
had  happened  to  them.  One 
professor  became  aware  of 
the  towing  while  she  was 
teaching  class  but  chose  to 
continue  teaching  rather 
than  disrupt  her  lesson  and 
hope  for  the  best.    When 
she  went  to  mover  her  car 
and  found  it  missing  her 
day  was  flipped  upside 
down,  she  had  to  pick  up 
her  children  from  daycare 
and  had  no  means  of  doing 
so  and  no  way  to  retrieve 
her  car  either.  "If  signs  had 


been  posted  I  would  not 
have  parked  there,"  she  said 
in  her  defense  and  made  the 
recommendation  that  a 
parking  structure  be  built  in 
order  to  help  with  the  park- 
ing problem  on  campus. 
Another  source  wishing  to 
remain  anonymous  said, 
"people  were  towed 
because  they  broke  the  law 
and  that's  fair  but  we  need 
to  know  were  breaking  the 
law  before  hand." 

One  person,  speaking  on 
condition  of  anonymity, 
said  he  had  been  given 
notice  via  e-mail  the  prior 
month 
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could  not  recall  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  e-mail  as  he 
received  just  prior  to  finals. 

He  said  the  intense 
activity  during  finals  caused 
him  to  forget  about  the  noti- 
fication and  did  not  remem- 
ber the  warning  when  late 
January  rolled  around. 
Many  others  had  simply 
forgotten  about  the  e-mail, 
while  still  others  not  being 
Fitchburg  residents  had  not 
seen  the  TVnotice. 


Was  this  a  fair  action  by 
the  Town? 

Some  say  yes  so  no. 
There  were  those  who  were 
aware  of  the  ordinance  but 
found  a  street  to  have 
already  been  cleared  and 
thought  it  ok  to  park  there. 
Most  people  interviewed 
did  say  that  signs  should  be 
posted  in  the  areas  where 
people  are  not  allowed  to 
park. 


Staff  Spotlight:  Dr.  Kevin  Austin 


STAFF  REPORTER 


Assistant  Professor, 
Computer  Science 
Birthplace:  Queens,  NY 


Time  at  FSC:  5  years 

Before  coming  to  FSC, 
Kevin  was  a  software 
engineer  and  worked  in 
neuroscience  and  brain 
research.  He  is  currently 
the  director  of  FSC's 
Embedded  Systems  Lab. 

A  group  of  his  students 
presented  their  Virtual 
Firefly  project  at  the  2005 
SIGSCE  (Special  Interest 
Group  on  Computer 
Science  Education) 
Technical  Symposium  in 
St.  Louis,  taking 


third-place  honors  in  a 

Microsoft-sponsored 

competition. 

The  year  before,  a 
graduate  student  working 
with  him  placed  in  the  top 
five  for  an  electronic 
project  using  the  accelera- 
tion of  the  hand  to 
verify  signatures. 
Kevin  is  looking  for  stu- 
dents interested  in 
developing  thought-con- 
trolled computers. 


For  Students,  Small  Businesses  Start  with  Big  Dreams 


BY  ERIN  WHALLEN 
EDITOR 


Thinking  of  starting 
your  own  business?  Dream 
of  being  your  own  boss? 
Have  an  idea  for  a  product 
or  service  people  won't 
want  to  live  without? 

If  so,  you're  not 
alone.  Two-thirds  of  college 
students  expect  to  eventual- 
ly own  their  own  business, 
according  to  a  survey  by 
Students  in  Free  Enterprise. 
And  colleges  are  working  to 
prepare  them  -  more  than 
500  colleges  now  offer  an 
entrepreneurship  major, 
according  to  a  recent  article 
in  USA  Today. 

Starting  a  business  is 
no  guarantee  of  success, 
however.  According  to  the 
U.S.  Small  Business 
Administration,  more  than 
50  percent  of  small  busi- 
nesses fail  in  the  first  year; 
95  percent  fail  in  the  first 
five  years. 

There  are,  however, 
success  stories.  Some  of 
these  come  from  local 
women  who  have  beaten 
the  odds,  and  are  willing  to 


share  their  insights  and 
experiences  with  others. 

The  most  important 
piece  of  advice,  they  say,  is 
to  thoroughly  research  your 
market.  This  means  know- 
ing exactly  what  it  is  you 
want  to  sell,  whether  there 
is  a  local  demand  for  that 
product  or  service,  and  who 
can  be  considered  your 
main  competition. 

It's  important  for 
business  owners  to  know 
their  customers,  too.  What 
are  their  needs,  and  how 
can  you  get  the  word  out  to 
them  most  effectively? 

Linda  Walker,  a  .suc- 
cessful local  business  owner 
for  the  past  20  years,  said 
she  learned  these  lessons 
the  hard  way.  Before  mak- 
ing it  as  an  entrepreneur, 
she  said,  she  owned  several 
businesses  that  were  less 
than  profitable.  One  of 
them,  a  wedding-planning 
service,  failed  in  a  matter  of 
months. 

"I  had  a  good  idea, 
but  I  was  in  the  wrong  loca- 
tion and  my  service  became 
obsolete,"  Walker  said. 

After  learning  from 


her  mistakes,  Walker 
opened  the  Super  Mart,  a 
convenience  store  in  a  busy 
area  of  west  Fitchburg.  This 
time,  she  had  researched  the 
market  and  figured  out 
profit  margins  before  set- 
ting foot  in  a  bank  to  ask 
for  a  startup  loan. 

She  also  planned  her 
finances  better.  Walker 
advises  any  new  business 
owner  to  have  enough 
money  in  the  bank  to  live 
off  of  for  at  least  a  year. 

"The  first  year,  you 
struggle  to  pay  all  your 
expenses  -  your  electric, 
your  rent,"  Walker 
explained.  "Even  when  you 
are  drawing  a  salary  for 
yourself  in  the  first  year  it 
is  not  considered  a  profit;  it 
is  an  expense.  The  money 
that  a  new  business  gener- 
ates is  usually  no  enough  in 
the  first  year  to  cover  all 
expenses  and  salaries  and 
still  break  into  the  profit 
margin." 

Walker's  business 
sense  and  research  paid  off 
with  the  Super  Mart,  which 
she  owned  for  13  years.  In 
the  first  year,  she  estimated, 


the  business  generated 
roughly  $1,000  per  day, 
most  of  which  went  toward 
expenses.  More  than  a 
decade  later,  however,  she 
said  her  sales  had  risen  to 
$10,000  per  day,  and  she 
was  able  to  sell  at  a  hefty 
profit. 

While  it's  important  to 
know  your  customers,  it's 
also  important  to  know  your 
competition.  Is  it  possible  to 
offer  the  lowest  prices  and 
highest  quality,  and  still 
make  a  profit?  Some  entre- 
preneurs believe  that 
increasing  traffic  will,  even- 
tually, translate  to  increased 
income. 

Susan  Bouchard  owns 
Spin-N-Yak  Entertainment, 
a  karaoke/DJ  business  that 
she  has  run  for  12  years.  "I 
got  into  the  business  when 
karaoke  was  faily  new,  and 
everybody  was  crazy  about 
it,"  Bouchard  said.  "I  start- 
ed off  small,  with  only  a 
few  machines  and  about 
100  songs,  but  it  was 
enough  at  the  time  to  draw 
in  a  customer  base.  The 
more  jobs  I  got,  the  more 
money  I  made.  Every  week 


I  would  put  about  80  per- 
cent of  that  money  back 
into  the  business,  buying 
better  equipment  and  more 
discs. 

"Of  course,  when  I 
started  I  also  kept  my  day 
job  because  I  needed  to  eat 
and  pay  my  mortgage." 

As  the  karaoke/DJ 
competition  in  the  area 
grew  at  what  Bouchard  con- 
sidered an  alarming  rate, 
she  said  she  stayed  ahead 
of  the  pack  by  focusing  on 
customer  service. 

"Your  relationship 
with  your  customers  is  so 
important,"  Bouchard  said. 
"People  are  creatures  of 
habit.  If  they  like  what  you 
are  offering,  (and  they)  like 
you,  they  will  always  come 
back.  They  will  tell  others. 
Word  of  mouth  is  where 
most  of  my  business  came 
from." 

Walker  and  Bouchard 
shared  some  strategies  that 
helped  their  businesses 
grow.  Both  said  they  kept 
business  and  personal 
finances  separate,  kept  a 
watchful  eye  on  the  compe- 
tition, and     cont'd  on  P*^  7 
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Annual  Tea  Ceremony  in  Honor  of 
Women's  History  Month 


COREEN  VEY 
STAFF  WRITER 


While  sitting  in  a  comfortable  chair, 
you  drink  hot  tea;  green,  English,  you  name 
it,  and  eat  complimentary  watercress  sand- 
wiches. Standing  in  the  front  of  the  room  is 
a  learned  professor  speaking  on  woman- 
hood and  maturity. 

This  scenario  is  the  Women's 
History  Month  Tea,  and  while  the  recurring 
tea  and  sandwiches  bring  us  back  to  a  pre- 
ceding age,  this  year's  speaker,  Christine 
Neill  will  speak  on  "the  journey  which 
women  artists  go  through,"  reports  Julie 
Carr,  a  student  on  the  events  committee. 

An  artist  in  her  own  right,  Neill  is 
also  a  professor  of  drawing  and  painting  at 
Maryland  Institute  College  of  Art.  Her 
work  focuses  on  plants,  mostly  taken  from 
her  garden  in  the  back  of  her  New 
Hampshire  art  Studio.  Neill  finds  the  two  activi- 
ties, planting  and  painting,  support  each  other  and 
influence  the  use  of  nature  in  her  paintings  and 
prints.  "When  I  transpose  plant  life  onto  a 
human  scale,  they  look  elegant  and  partake 
of  a  universal  world  with  a  universal  psy- 
chological meaning.  With  these  plant 
images  I  have  found  a  parallel  world, 
between  the  human  and  the  botanical.  I 
search  for  plant  forms  that  evoke  the 
human,"  said  Neill. 


While  her  work  focuses  on  humans 
in  general,  there  is  a  definite  female  sense 
of  her  work.  "I  like  the  growing,  the 
cycles,"  said  Neill,  "Reproduction  is  what 
the  garden  is  all  about;  producing  the  next 
generation... there  is  always  a  balance."  She 
plans  on  speaking  at  the  Tea  about  the  arts 
and  a  woman's  role  in  aesthetic  careers. 

Although  she  was  chosen  for  her 
inspiring  background,  Neill  was  originally 
recommended  out  of  her  friendship  with 
Dr.  Susan  Williams,  chair  of  the  social  sci- 
ences department  at  Fitchburg  State 
College.  Williams  is  head  of  the  Women's 
History  Month  events  committee,  and 
encourages  all  women  and  men  to  attend 
this  year's  events.  As  far  as  the  Tea  goes, 
she  says,  "It  raises  consciousness  in  the 
campus  community  about  the  history  of 
women,  and  our  past,  because  women  are 
often  overlooked."  The  Tea  "has  historical 
significance,"  explains  Williams,  "During 

the  19tn  century,  in  the  years  of  women's 
suffrage,  women  would  hold  tea  parties  as 
a  fundraiser  and  an  opportunity  to  convince 
guest  politicians  of  women's  right  to  vote." 

Other  events  include  art  exhibits, 
poetry  readings,  films  and  lectures  all  given 
during  the  month  of  March.  For  more  infor- 
mation, please  contact  Student  Activities. 


Orientation, 

A  Must  or  a 

Bust? 

SARAH  CHARTRAND 
STAFF  WRITER 

Moving  away  from 
home,  gaining  your  inde- 
pendence, meeting  new 
people,  and  even  sharing 
your  new  room  with  a 
complete  stranger  are  some 
of  the  things  you  look  for- 
ward to  when  going  to  col- 
lege. To  help  you  survive 
all  this  excitement,  the 
Student  and  Academic  Life 
Office  offers  a  four-day 
orientation  program  each 


fall.  Orientation  was 
developed  to  help  students 
make  the  transition  to  col- 
lege- but  does  the  program 
live  up  to  expectations? 

"Orientation  helps 
incoming  students  get  a 
better  feel  for  the  school 
and  all  the  programs  FSC 
has  to  offer,  while  at  the 
same  time  providing  them 
with  entertainment  and 
mingling  opportunities  so 
the  can  meet  their  fellow 
classmates,  make  new 
friends,  and  feel  at  home 
here,"  says  orientation 
leader  Tina  O'Keefe,  a 
sophomore  at  FSC.  Yet, 
many  students  don't  feel  as 
if  their  time  there  is  worth- 


while. 

"Orientation  wasn't 
very  productive  for  me.  I 
would  have  preferred  to 
spend  the  time  in  my  dorm 
getting  to  know  the  people 
in  my  area,  rather  than  peo- 
ple I  haven't  talked  to 
since,"  said  Jillian  Cuscia, 
a  senior  at  Fitchburg  State. 

Orientation  is 
indeed  a  place  where  you 
can  meet  new  people  and 
engage  in  all  day  activities 
but  is  there  some  way  to 
get  more  students  to  go  and 
participate  in  it?  Shawna 
Gibbons,  a  senior,  sug- 
gests, "If  the  school  could 
make  it  more  enticing  for 
students  to  attend,  like 

cont'd  on  page  7 


Campus 

Bag 
Searches 

KRISTAN  BECKNER 
STAFF  WRITER 

FSC  student  Jessica 
Baker  stood  at  the  security 
stop  station  inside  Russell 
Towers,  where  she  lives. 
The  security  guard  asked 
her  to  open  up  her  bag  and 
she  obeyed.  He  sorted 
through  her  makeup,  hair- 
brush, cell  phone,  and  wal- 
let, but  found  nothing 
against  the  rules.  Feeling 
embarrassed  and  vulnerable, 
Jessica  walked  upstairs  to 
her  room. 

As  in  Jessica's  story 
and  that  of  many  other  stu- 
dents, a  question  arises: 
Does  the  law  allow  security 
personnel  and  police  to 
search  a  student's  bags 
without  a  warrant?  This  is 
the  question  that  students 
have  been  wondering  for 
many  years. 

Currently  at 
Fitchburg  State,  the  security 
staffs  at  the  entrance  to  the 
dorms  are  allowed  to  make 
random  searches  of  any 
ones  bags  if  they  want  to. 
Some  students  argue  against 
this,  stating  that  it  violates 
their  Fourth  Amendment 
right,  "Against  unreason- 
able searches  and  seizures, 
shall  not  be  violated,  and  no 
Warrants  shall  issue,  but 
upon  probable  cause,  sup- 
ported by  Oath  or  affirma- 
tion, and  particularly 
describing  the  place  to  be 
searched,  and  the  persons  or 
things  to  be  seized." 
Students  argue  that  walking 
into  a  dorm  with  bags,  and 
no  evidence  of  alcohol  or 
anything  against  the  rules, 
that  there  is  no  "probable 
causes."  Also,  there  isn't 
even  a  warrant  being  issued 


"All  my 
security  employ- 
ees are  allowed  to 
search  bags 
whenever  they 
feel  it  to  be  nec- 
essary." 

if  the  monitor  HAS  proba- 
ble cause.  Says  student 
Amanda  Delaney,  "They 
(the  police/security  guards) 
should  need  to  have  a  rea- 
son, like  hearing  clanking 
bottles,  to  search  through 
my  stuff." 

Student  security 
Monitor  in  the  Russell 
Towers,  Amy  Burnett  veri- 
fies, "I  work  in  the  dorms  at 
night.  I  am  supposed  to 
check  people's  ID's,  sign  in 
guests,  and  perform  bag 
searches  on  anyone  I  want 
to."  This  is  what  her  boss, 
Jon  Verda,  told  her  to 
do.(Verda  is  the  Russell 
Towers  building  director. 
The  FSC  Chief  of  Police, 
Mike  Marcil,  states  that, 
"The  FSC  police  are  not 
responsible  for  bag  search- 
es, campus  living  is  respon- 
sible". This  means  that  there 
is  no  law  the  campus  living 
staff  have  to  follow  when 
conducting  their  bag  search- 
es. Russell  Towers  Building 
Director  (of  campus 
Living),  John  Verda  said 
that  "All  my  security 
employees  are  allowed  to 
search  bags  whenever  they 
feel  it  to  be  necessary". 
According  to  Verda,  stu- 
dents are  not  allowed  to 
refuse  a  bag  search,  or  they 
will  be  forced  to  leave  the 
building. 

At  other  schools, 
such  as  UMASS  Amherst, 
(  bag  check)there  are  police 
located  at  the  dorm  check 
ins  from  5  pm  until  mid- 
night Thursdays-Saturdays. 
This  is  mainly  to  prevent 
underage  drinkers  carrying 
in  alcohol. 

cont'd  on  page  7 
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FSC  Baseball  Team 
Toughin'  Out  on  the  Turf 


DANIELLE  LEVESQUE 
STAFF  WRITER 

After  losing  in  the 
championship  game  last 
year,  members  of  the  FSC 
baseball  team  are  working 
hard  to  get  that  one  bit  of 
an  edge  over  this  coming 
season's  competition. 
Besides  working  on  their 
mental  game  and  getting  the 
confident  attitude,  they  are 
physically  preparing  for 
what's  to  come.  They  are 
getting  some  extra  time  out- 
side by  utilizing  the  football 
field's  artificial  turf  cover- 
ing. 

During  the  past 
summer,  the  football  field 
was  renovated  and  made 


into  a  gorgeous  turf  field. 
Because  of  the  material,  it 
wasn't  affected  by  the 
snow,  unlike  the  baseball 
team's  field,  which  is 
muddy,  and  a  complete 
mess.  Keith  Weagle,  a 
sophomore  on  the  team,  is 
excited  about  the  extra  out- 
door practice. 

"Out  side  we  can 
get  more  defensive  drills 
and  also  we  have  more 
room  to  work,"  he  said. 
There  are  a  lot  of  drills  that 
they  can  practice  now  that 
usually  at  this  point  in  the 
year  they  couldn't,  being 
stuck  in  the  gym. 

Jim  Abreau,  a  soph- 
omore on  the  team,  agrees 
with  the  benefits  of  working 
outside.  "The  biggest  thing 


is  for  the  outfielders 
because  we  get  to  get  more 
fly  balls. .  .we  also  get  to 
work  on  more  team  defense 
type  stuff,  like  cut  offs, 
relays,  stuff  that  we  can't 
do  in  the  gym  because  of 
the  size  of  it." 

The  boys  have  a 
great  advantage  of  the  early 
outdoor  practices  consider- 
ing that  over  spring  break  in 
March,  the  team  heads 

"the  coaches  are 
very  organized, 
and  in  baseball, 
as  long  as  you  do 
all  the  small 
things  right  you 
will  be  success- 
ful." 


down  to  Port  Charlotte, 
Fla.,  for  a  10-game  tourna- 
ment. Usually  the  team  has 
just  been  practicing  in  the 
cramped  gym  that  they 
share  with  all  the  other  win- 
ter sports.  Most  the  teams 
down  South  have  already 
been  practicing  in  their 
usual  fields,  throwing  our 
team  a  slight  curve  ball. 

The  negative  side  to 
these  outdoor  workouts, 
Abreau  says,  "[is  that  it's] 
cold,  but  we  are  playing  in 
New  England  in  March,  so 
it's  going  to  be  cold  any- 
way. We  might  as  well 
fight  through  it."  The  regu- 
lar season  competition 
won't  be  as  prepared  for  the 
chilly  early  spring  weather 
of  March,  and  after  all  this, 
these  boys  will  be.  The 
coaching  seems  to  be  work- 
ing. The  boys  love  their 


The  Time  Has  Come  to  Enlighten  FSC  Girls' 
Your  Mind,  Body  and  Soul  Softball' 

Yield  to 
the  Field 

KRISTA  LAPIERRE 
STAFF  WRITER 


CASSIE  URBANO 
STAFF  WRITER 


Get  ready  to  rumble 
with  students  at  Fitchburg 
State  College!  The  college 
Martial  Arts  Club  now 
meets  every  weekday  and 
offers  classes  to  students 
regardless  of  their  fitness 
level  and  martial  arts  experi- 
ence. Fitchburg  State 
College  sophomore  and 
president  of  the  Martial  Arts 
Club,  Eliot  Prisby,  states 
that  martial  arts  is  more  than 
just  learning  "cool  moves" 
and  training  hard. 
"You  meet  a  bunch  of  peo- 
ple with  similar  interests; 
you  gain  a  sense  of  family 
with  the  people  you  do  it 
with"  says  Prisby. 

Among  the  several 
clubs  and  organizations 
found  on  the  FSC  campus, 
the  Martial  Arts  Club  offers 


a  variety  of  options  within 
the  single  society.  Currently 
there  are  about  six  different 
martial  arts  classes  running 
throughout  the  week.  Each 
class  has  its  own  difficulty 
level,  and  there  is  no  need  to 
buy  any  equipment  or  have 
any  prior  knowledge.  People 
just  need  to  come  with  an 
"open  mind  and  a  good  atti- 
tude," says  Prisby. 

Not  only  is  Prisby 
the  president  of  the  club,  he 
is  one  of  the  two  Tae  Kwon 
Do  instructors  with  Rachel 
Boudreau,  who  is  the  cardio 
kickboxing  instructor,  as 
well  as  a  highly  involved 
martial  artist  on  and  off 
campus. 

Prisby  takes  part  in  Tae 
Kwon  Do  five  to  six  times 
per  week,  along  with  one 
karate  class.  He  also 
instructs  a  bow  staff  class 
over  the  summer,  which  is  a 
form   of  weapon   fighting 


with  a  long  wooden  staff, 
normally  longer  vertically 
than  its  user.  He  is  also 
takes  part  in  all  of  the 
Martial  Arts  club  classes. 

Prisby  assures  any 
interested  student  that  there 
is  no  experience  necessary 
and  says  there  are  several 
advantages  to  learning  a 
martial  art  through  the 
school's  program  rather  than 
at  a  dojo  (martial  arts 
school).  Not  only  are  stu- 
dents taught  by  official  mar- 
tial arts  teachers,  who  have 
studied  their  arts  for  years  in 
order  to  gain  higher  ranks, 
but  there  is  no  charge  and 
equipment  is  supplied.  Most 
dojos  will  charge  "minimum 
$80  per  month"  without  the 
required  equipment  and  uni- 
form fees,  he  said.  Gis,  the 
standard  attire  for  a  martial 
art's  student,  cost  around 
$80  alone. 
SparringCon'tonPage7 


The  Fitchburg  State 
College  Girls'  Softball  team 
fell  second  in  the  league 
last  year;  with  a  finishing 
record  of  10  wins  and  4 
loses.  However,  one  serious 
set  back  they  encountered 
last  year,  which  was 
dragged  into  this  season,  is 
the  issue  of  a  playing  field. 
Being  one  of  the  only 
sports  teams  on  campus 
without  their  own  playing 
field  became  frustrating. 
Problems  such  as  unfamil- 
iar turf,  and  unequipped 
fields  became  a  problem 
throughout  the  season. 
Their  season  is  one  of  the 


coach  and  wouldn't  change 
a  thing.  "[Coach  Egbert] 
has  been  stressing  mental 
toughness,  I  think  that's 
what  we'll  need  to  finally 
get  over  the  hump  and  win 
the  conference  this  year," 
says  Abreau.  A  team  mem- 
ber who  transferred  in  this 
year,  Matthew  McGuire, 
agrees  with  the  way  the 
team  is  working  together, 
"the  coaches  are  very 
organized,  and  in  baseball, 
as  long  as  you  do  all  the 
small  things  right  you  will 
be  successful."  McGuire  is 
looking  forward  to  starting 
off  the  season  and  leaves  us 
with,  "it's  going  to  be  a  fun 
year  and  our  team  is  com- 
ing together  and  we  should 
do  very  well." 


very  anticipated  sporting 
events  at  the  college.    With 
a  strong  team  and  a  dedicat- 
ed coach,  the  girl's  play  to 
win,  but  it's  hard  to  win  on 
a  field  they're  not  very 
familiar  with. 

"It's  not  fair  that  we 
are  the  only  team  on  cam- 
pus without  a  real  on-cam- 
pus  playing  field,"  stated 
junior  outfielder  Colleen 
Silva.    The  school  just 
spent  money  to  better  the 
football  field,  when  the 
Softball  team  never  even 
had  a  field.    Last  year  they 
had  to  play  on  three  differ- 
ent fields,  which  became  a 
frustration.    It  didn't  affect 
their  winning  games,  but  it 
was  a  personal  annoyance 
on  the  girls. 

Junior  pitcher  Michelle 
Yuille  said,  "It  can  be  really 
hard  getting  used  to  the 
playing  ground,  and  when 
we're  constantly  getting 
switched  around  it  can  be  a 
real  setback."    The  one 
field  they  used  the  most  in 
the  past 
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Small  Business,  Big  Dreams 
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worked  long  hours  to  turn 
their  dreams  into  reality. 

They  also  stuck  to  a 
strict  budget,  realizing  that 
while  vision,  dedication  and 
research  are  all  necessary, 
the  key  ingredient  for  busi- 
ness success  is  money. 

Most,  if  not  all,  banks 
require  a  person  seeking  a 
small-business  loan  to  put 
up  collateral.  For  example, 
Fitchburg  Savings  Bank, 
which  frequently  works 
with  local  business  owners, 
requires  collateral  in  the 
form  of  cash  equity  of  10  to 
20  percent  of  the  total 
investment  and  business 
assets  or  mortgages. 

The  basic  steps  to 
acquiring  a  small-business 
loan  are: 

1.  Producing  a  business  plan 

2.  Offering  financial  projec- 
tions 


3.  Outlining  loan  requests, 
amounts,  terms,  repayment 
schedule  and  collateral. 

Many  first-time  busi- 
ness owners  find  this 
process  frustrating  and  con- 
fusing. To  help  with  this, 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
offers  free  small-business 
services  with  senior  man- 
agement consultants  on 
hand  to  refine  business 
ideas,  develop  business 
plans  and  assist  with  finan- 
cial projectioons. 

The  senior  manage- 
ment counselor  for  the 
North  Central 
Massachusetts  Chamber  of 
Commerce  is  Michael 
Holbrook;  he  can  be 
reached  by  calling  978-840- 
4300. 

Applying  for  a  loan  is 
the  first  step;  however,  it  is 
only  one  of  the  obstacles 
that  may  come  up  in  trying 


to  access  money  from  a 
bank.  First-time  businesses 
are  risky  and  banks  need  to 
protect  their  investment. 

Maria  Heskes-Allard, 
who  works  in  the  Fitchburg 
Savings  Bank  loan  depart- 
ment, says,  "The  obstacles 
prospectes  typically 
enounter  are  lack  of  experi- 
ence in  the  line  of  business 
they  may  intend  on  starting; 
cash  flow  to  start  the  busi- 
ness; equity  investment  into 
the  business;  and  collateral 
to  support  the  loan  request." 

More  of  these  loan 
requests  have  been  coming 
from  women,  who  represent 
a  growing  percentage  of 
business  owners,  Heskes- 
Allard  said. 

And  while  business 
ownership  can  be  risky, 
Heskes-Allard  said,  infor- 
mation is  what  increases  the 
chance  of  success. 


Orientation  a  Must  or  Bust? 
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offering  a  day  trip  at  the 
end  of  the  week  for  those 
who  attended  regularly  or 
some  type  of  reward,  it 
would  get  students  to  go." 

O'  Keefe  thinks  that 
this  may  be  a  possibility. 

"I  think  it  would  be 
a  great  idea  to  take  atten- 
dance each  day  and  in  some 
way  reward  the  students 
who  attend  all  events;  but  in 
the  past,  orientation  pro- 
grams have  gone  through  to 
the  start  of  classes,  leaving 
no  time  for  such  a  reward," 
O' Keefe  said.  "However,  it 
is  definitely  something  that 
could  be  planned  in 
advance  by  the  orientation 
committee  for  future  pro- 
grams if  the  suggestion  was 
made." 

Actually,  orientation 


is  mandatory,  but  there  is  no 
penalty  for  those  that  don't 
attend.  "I  didn't  go  to  ori- 
entation because,  transfer- 
ring from  Assumption 
College,  I  knew  that  there 
wasn't  going  to  be  a  differ- 
ence and  didn't  see  the 
point  if  I  had  already  gone 
through  it,"  said  Brittney 
Lukegord,  a  transfer  sopho- 
more student. 

If  orientation  were 
made  more  appealing  to 
incoming  students,  then  the 
turnout  might  be  higher.  If 
it  was  earlier  in  the  summer 
or  moved'  to  the  week 
before  classes  begin,  then 
the  orientation  committee 
could  look  into  making  a 
trip  or  some  kind  of  reward 
for  those  who  attend. 
Orientation  can  be  an 


exciting  event  and  shouldn't 
be  a  let  down  for  those  that 
attend.  Instead  of  name 
games  and  the  many  "ice- 
breaker" activities  planned, 
other  events  that  are  enter- 
taining, like  a  comedian, 
would  gain  the  interest  of 
more  students. 

Incoming  students  don't 
have  the  knowledge  or  the 
power  to  make  suggestions 
to  any  kind  of  committee;  if 
they  did,  some  work  could 
be  put  into  progress  to 
make  incoming  freshman's 
experiences  better. 


"providing  them  with 
entertainment  and  min- 
gling opportunities  so  the 
can  meet  their  fellow 
classmates,  make  new 
friends,  and  feel  at  home" 


Students  See  Bag 
Searches  as  Cause 
for  Concern 
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However,  an  argu- 
ment could  be  made  that 
bag  searches  protect  the  stu- 
dents from  someone  carry- 
ing in  a  deadly  weapon. 
UMASS  Amherst  is  rated  as 
having  the  highest  rate  of 
violent  crime  in  the  U.S, 
among  colleges  of  its  size. 
UMASS  Police  Officer 
Charles  Moore  verified  that 
"bag  searches  at  UMASS 
are  not  mandatory,  only  is 
there  is  a  reasonable  cause 
to  do  so".  This  means  that  a 
UMASS  student  or  guest 


can  refuse  a  bag  search  (if 
there  is  no  reason  to  believe 
there's  something  illegal  in 
the  bag).  The  student  can 
then  proceed  to  get  through 
the  dorm  entrance  door  with 
out  being  forced  to  leave. 
Fitchburg  State  has 
fewer  students  than 
UMASS;  it  also  has  a  lower 
rate  of  crime  than  UMASS. 
So  this  would  lead  many 
students  to  wonder  why 
Fitchburg  State  security  is 
allowed  to  search  bags,  but 
the  school  with  the  most 
underage  drinking  and 
crime  rate  security  isn't. 


The  Time  Has  Come  to 
Enlighten  Your  Mind,  Body 
and  Soul 
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gear,  or  fighting  pads  includ- 
ing a  helmet,  hand  and  foot 
pads,  cost  around  $90  dol- 
lars for  a  set. 

The  major  disadvan- 
tage of  the  club  would  be  the 
"limited  time  frame"  given 
to  the  students.  Most  classes 
meet  only  once  per  week. 
With  the  time  given  to  club 
students  Prisby  says  it  is 
hard  to  "rank  up."  By  limit- 
ing the  amount  of  classes  a 
student  is  able  to  attend  each 
week,  they  are  unable  to 
learn  as  quickly  and  retain 
less  of  what  was  learned 
during  each  class.  In  order 
to  become  a  master  of  the  art 
or  gain  promotions,  one 
must  work  hard  everyday 
and  studied  consistently. 
Finally,  the  teachers  do  not 
stay  at  the  school  because 
many  of  them  are  students 
who  will  eventually  gradu- 


ate- therefore,  classes  can  be 
disbanded. 

Along  with  the  class- 
es, students  are  encouraged 
to  suggest  martial  arts  tour- 
naments for  the  club  mem- 
bers. Many  of  the  tourna- 
ments cost  money  to  attend; 
however,  if  students  show  an 
interest  the  teachers  will 
look  into  the  tournaments 
and  if  it  seems  worth  while  a 
trip  is  organized.  Prisby 
states  that  tournament  train- 
ing is  available  in  such  cases 
as  fighting  in  tournaments 
run  differently  from  normal 
fighting  and  everyone  needs 
to  know  the  rules. 

Prisby  hopes  the 
club  will  form  a  well  organ- 
ized community  of  people 
"using  teachings  to  enrich 
their  lives  outside  of  the 
club  as  well. "Aries 
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was  the  McKay  campus 
field,  but  besides  it  being 
inaccessible  because  of  a 
draining  issue,  it  isn't  per- 
sonally dedicated  tot  he 
girls'  softball  team.  Even 
when  the  girls  did  use  the 
field,  the  football  team 
practiced  on  it  while  their 


FSC  Girls 

field  was  being  fixed, 
resulting  in  rough  turf. 
Because  of  these  issues, 
they  hope  to  spend  most  of 
the  season  on  Coolidge 
Field. 

"Coolidge  Field  is  in  a 
public  park,  has  no  score- 
board, and  isn't  very 
equipped,"  said  Yuille. 
Though  they  don't  seem  to 


'  Softball:  Yield  to  the  Field 


delighted  about  it,  at  least 
the  Girls'  Softball  team  has 
a  place  they  can  call  home. 

As  far  as  the  girls' 
know  nothing  is  being  done 
about  them  getting  their 
own  field.    Fitchburg  State 
College  has  an  immense 
amount  of  space  up  the 
street  from  the  civic  center 
where  all  our  other  sports 


teams  play  and  practice.    If     them  a  real  field  they  can 

thev  can  Ho  reconstruction         claim  a«  hnmp 


they  can  do  reconstruction 
to  merely  fix  an  already 
decent  football  field,  they 
should  be  able  to  make 
arrangements  for  a  Girls' 
Softball  Team  field.    For 
now,  the  girls'  will  play 
most  of  their  games  in  the 
public  park,  with  hope  that 
the  school  will  soon  assign 


claim  as  home. 
In  regards  to  the  season,  the 
girls  mentioned  that  they 
have  an  entirely  new  team 
that  doesn't  include  any 
seniors  at  all.    They  hope 
for  a  good  season,  but  claim 
that  it  is  hard  to  predict  an 
outcome  with  all  the  new 
changes. 


Your  Monthly  Horoscope  for  March  (frommsn.com) 


Aries 

You'll  start  the  month  feeling  strong  and  invin- 
cible. However,  some  nagging  self-doubt  could 
cause  you  to  hesitate  on  making  clear  decisions. 
By  the  second  week,  good  ideas  will  be  side- 
tracked by  hesitation.  On  March  10  and  11,  your 
sense  of  spontaneity  will  return.  By  the  third 
week,  you  could  become  uneasy,  especially 
around  the  Full  Moon  Eclipse  in  Virgo.  Be  cau- 
tious and  take  your  time  when  dealing  with  oth- 
ers. By  March  20,  things  vill  come  a  lot  easier, 
and  you  will  expend  less  effort  to  get  results. 

Taurus 

Taurus,  the  beginning  of  the  month  could  be  bit 
frustrating  because  you  will  want  to  relax  on  the 
weekend,  only  to  find  that  you  have  a  looming 
deadline  to  contend  with.  For  the  second  weekend 
in  a  row,  your  personal  life  could  suffer  because  of 
unforeseen  responsibilities.  You  will  be  rewarded, 
or  experience  personal  satisfaction,  by  the  Full 
Moon  Eclipse  in  Virgo  on  March  14,  but  only  if 
you  wisely  got  down  to  work  earlier.  Be  careful  of 
deception  and  unscrupulous  people  on  March  16. 
Gemini 

New  developments  at  the  beginning  of  the 
month  could  be  unsettling,  Gemini,  leaving  you 
feeling  a  little  dazed  and  confused.  By  Sunday, 
when  the  Moon  enters  Gemini,  you  should  be 
ready  to  tackle  anything.  There  may  still  be  a 
few  misunderstandings  and  lost  emails  during 
the  week,  but  you  should  be  able  to  take  a  calm 
approach  to  the  confusion.  After  the  Full  Moon 
Eclipse  in  Virgo  on  March  14,  interactions  will 
become  smoother.  You  may  have  to  defend 
yourself  around  March  18  or  19. 
Cancer 

You  may  not  get  full  cooperation  from  loved  ones 
for  the  first  few  days  of  the  month,  Cancer.  An 
important  message  will  go  astray  and  cause  prob- 
lems. By  the  following  week,  especially  around 
March  8  and  9,  you  will  feel  strong  and  in  control. 
On  March  14  there  will  be  a  Full  Moon  Eclipse  in 
Virgo,  allowing  you  to  see  the  results  of  some  of 
your  past  work.  By  March  15,  expect  more 
responsibilities.  By  March  23,  you  should  have  a 
more  positive  response  from  your  partner. 


Leo 

Your  creativity  and  charm,  Leo,  will  be  in  full 
force  as  the  month  begins.  After  the  first  few 
days,  you  will  run  into  some  roadblocks.  You'll 
need  your  charm  to  get  out  of  a  couple  of  awk- 
ward situations,  but  luck  will  be  on  your  side  the 
next  week.  On  March  10  and  11,  you'll  have  the 
urge  you  to  become  more  serious  and  motivated. 
Be  careful  around  March  14  of  bragging  or  being 
arrogant.  Poor  organization  on  March  24,  may 
force  you  to  bring  some  work  home. 

Virgo 

Brilliant  ideas  will  come  to  the  surface  as  the 
month  begins,  Virgo.  You'll  find  practical  solu- 
tions that  you  never  would  have  considered  nor- 
mally. By  March  13,  unexpected  events  will 
force  you  to  change  course.  You  can  get  coopera- 
tion from  people  in  authority,  but  you  may  have 
to  adapt  to  new  rules  that  will  change  your  plans. 
The  Full  Moon  Lunar  Eclipse  in  your  sign  on 
March  14  will  bring  rewards  for  your  hard  work 
and  efforts,  and  the  month  will  end  on  a  positive 
note. 
Libra 

The  month  will  begin  on  a  positive  note,  Libra, 
but  it  will  be  hard  to  get  down  to  work.  Take  a 
few  days  off  if  you  can,  because  you  may  not  be 
very  productive.  By  March  10,  put  some  time 
into  your  close  relationships.  A  little  effort  now 
can  smooth  some  ruffled  feathers  and  create  har- 
mony. The  next  week  could  make  you  uneasy. 
The  New  Moon  Eclipse  in  Aries  on  March  29 
will  open  up  opportunities  for  the  next  six 
months,  but  you  will  have  to  be  proactive. 
Scorpio 

Scorpio,  for  the  first  few  days  of  the  month,  your 
intuition  will  be  very  strong.  Trust  your  hunches 
because  they  could  pay  off.  Life  will  become  a  bit 
more  problematic  for  the  next  few  weeks,  so  you 
need  all  your  tools  at  your  disposal.  You'll  probably 
come  to  an  important  insight  by  March  8,  which 
will  make  you  feel  more  optimistic.  Be  careful 
now  that  you  don't  take  offense  because  of  mis- 
communications  and  lost  messages.  Take  things  in 
stride  and  realize  that  modern  communication  is 
fallible. 


Sagittarius 

Sagittarius,  your  energy  will  be  amazing,  yet 
you  might  have  trouble  sleeping  and  relaxing  for 
a  few  days.  By  March  9,  you  could  have  a 
power  struggle  with  someone  in  authority. 
Sparks  will  fly  on  Monday,  March  13.  Be  pre- 
pared for  unexpected  events  and  sudden  con- 
frontations. This  is  not  a  good  month  to  get  into 
useless  arguments  and  discussions.  Past  actions 
could  trip  you  up  on  the  Full  Moon  Eclipse  in 
Virgo  on  March  14.  During  the  last  week  you 
can  resolve  outstanding  issues. 
Capricorn 

This  month  will  begin  on  an  awkward  footing, 
Capricorn.  A  situation  that  seemed  secure  will  now 
appear  to  be  nebulous.  On  March  8,  a  surprise  will 
bring  good  news.  The  next  week,  on  March  13  and 
14,  you'll  notice  that  life  will  be  speeding  up.  After 
the  Full  Moon  Eclipse  in  Virgo,  on  March  14, 
things  will  get  back  to  normal.  During  the  week  of 
March  20,  your  passion  for  life  will  be  heightened. 
The  New  Moon  Eclipse  will  urge  you  to  make 
some  changes  in  your  lifestyle. 

Aquarius 

The  month  begins,  Aquarius,  with  a  lot  of  cre- 
ative activity  and  the  need  for  change  and 
excitement.  For  a  few  weeks,  try  to  take  it  easy 
and  get  some  rest.  However,  on  March  6  and  7  it 
will  be  practically  impossible  to  settle  down.  A 
heavy  workload  toward  the  end  of  the  week 
could  mess  with  your  social  life.  The  New 
Moon  Eclipse  in  Aries  on  March  29  will  signal  a 
new  beginning.  Be  willing  to  let  others  in  on 
your  plans  and  goals. 
Pisces 

Pisces,  this  week  you'll  have  a  strong  need  for 
independence  and  have  the  urge  to  experiment 
more  than  usual.  A  situation  could  bring  up  your 
insecurities,  and  even  some  fear,  around  March  4. 
Your  confidence  will  return  by  Thursday,  March  9. 
After  March  14,  the  Full  Moon  Lunar  Eclipse  in 
Virgo  will  have  cleared  the  air.  The  whole  month 
will  be  characterized  by  constant  change  and 
upset.  Find  peace  in  the  midst  of  chaos  by  medi- 
tating or  having  a  creative  outlet,  especially 
around  March  23. 


